
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

The District Office 

Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, September 21, 2015 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. Lawson, chairperson; Mrs. Stroman, vice chairperson;         
Mr. Boyd; Dr. Fort; Mrs. Hensley; Dr. Hughes; and Mrs. James.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Slayman, superintendent; Dr. King, associate superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction; Mr. Gardner, associate superintendent for operations; Mrs. 
Stroud, executive director of finance; Ms. Williams, executive director of human 
resources; Mrs. Clinton, public information officer; Mrs. Lunsford-Thomas, data and 
instructional specialist; Ms. Harrington, attendance supervisor; Mrs. Kerr, director of 
adult education; Mr. Scruggs, director of alternative education; Mrs. Skinner, director of 
transportation; Mr. Roddey, director of maintenance; Dr. Frederick, district hearing 
officer; Dr. Knox, principal of Lewisville High School; Miss Frederick, principal of 
Lewisville Elementary School; Mr. Tidwell, principal of Chester Middle School; Dr. 
Williams and Dr. Graham, assistant principals at Chester High School; Mr. Williams, 
chief of security; Mrs. Hanna and Mr. Halligan – both attorneys from Childs & Halligan, 
PA; and Ms. Polvi, attorney, and Ms. Bowen, law clerk, from J. Lewis Cromer & 
Associates, LLC. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. Lawson called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mrs. Hensley gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976,    
Sec. 30-4-80(e), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); 
WRBK Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News 
(Rock Hill). 
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Mrs. Stroman made a motion, seconded by Mrs. James, to amend the agenda    

by combining all the executive sessions into one executive session to include the 
grievance hearing for the special grievance; move executive session after public 
comment; and change Public Comment to section 5, Consent Agenda to section 6, 
Executive Session to section 7, Return to Open Session to section 8, and Adjournment 
to section 9 on the agenda.   
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During a brief discussion on the grievance hearing to be moved into executive 

session, Mrs. Stroman read an excerpt from the Freedom of Information Act, section 
30-4-70 (a), which states the following:   

 
A public body may hold a meeting closed to the public for one or more of the 
following reasons: (1) Discussion of employment, appointment, compensation, 
promotion, demotion, discipline, or release of an employee, a student, or a person 
regulated by a public body or the appointment of a person to a public body; however, 
if an adversary hearing involving the employee or client is held, the employee or 
client has the right to demand that the hearing be conducted publicly. 

 
 After Mrs. Stroman had read the excerpt, she pointed out that the party or client 
would be the party being grieved upon and not the grievant; therefore, the grievance 
hearing should be moved into executive session.   
 
  Mr. Halligan, the school district attorney, informed the board that the grievance 
hearing could be moved into the executive session. 

   
After hearing the advice of the school district attorney, the board voted 5-2 to 

approve the agenda as amended.  Mrs. Stroman, Mrs. James, Mr. Boyd, Dr. Fort and 
Mrs. Hensley voted in favor of the motion.  Dr. Hughes and Mrs. Lawson opposed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Mrs. Lawson announced that there was one request for Public Comment to 
address the board on any nonpersonnel subject. The person who requested to address 
the board was not present.   
  

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Dr. Fort, seconded by Dr. Hughes, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  minutes of August 10, 
August 27, September 3, September 8 and September 14, 2015, meetings; requests 
for overnight field trips; and Act 155 petitioners.  The monthly financial status report was 
included under the Consent Agenda section for information only (Attachment A).   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mrs. Stroman, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 6:10 p.m. to receive legal advice related to 
a personnel/contractual matter concerning the superintendent, certified personnel 
recommendations, contractual matters, student matter, grievance hearing and 
discussion of grievance.  There were no contractual matters to be heard. 
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RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Mrs. Hensley, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to return to open session. 
 
 Upon returning to open session, the board took the following actions. 
 
 On a motion by Mr. Boyd, seconded by Mrs. Hensley, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to approve the certified recommendation for employment of 
Employee A as presented (Attachment B). 
 
 On a motion by Mr. Boyd, seconded by Mrs. Hensley, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to deny the request for release of Employee B (Attachment B). 
 
 On a motion by Mrs. Hensley, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to obtain additional information related to student matter prior to the 
next regular board meeting. 
 
 On a motion by Mrs. Stroman, seconded by Mrs. Hensley, the board voted 4-3 to 
obtain additional information concerning the employee grievance.  Mrs. Stroman, Mrs. 
Hensley, Mr. Boyd and Mrs. James voted in favor of the motion.  Dr. Fort, Dr. Hughes 
and Mrs. Lawson opposed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Dr. Fort moved, and Mrs. Stroman seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Agnes M. Slayman, Ph.D. 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Denise C. Lawson 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


